GLOSSARY.

are  very beautiful : the dancing- girls are sought after

by  all  natives   with   great   avidity.     The Moosulman

officers in particular were exceedingly attached to this

kind of company, and lavished on these women a great

part of their incomes.     The women very much reo-ret

their loss, as the Moosulmans paid liberally,   and  the

Brahmuns durst not  presume   to   hinder any one  who

chose   from  amusing  an  asoph^ or  any of his friends.

The Brahmuns are not nearly so liberal of their money,

especially where it  is   secured  by the  Company's Go-

vernment, but trust to their authority for obtaining the

favours  of the   dancers.    When   a  Moosulman called

for a set of dancers,  it procured  from twenty to two

hundred fanarns^ according to  the number  and libe-

rality of his friends who were present ; for in this coun-

try it is customary for every spectator to give something.

They are now seldom called upon to perform in private,

except  at marriages, where a  set does not get more

than   ten fanams.      The  girla belonging to this caste

who are ugly, or who cannot learn to sing, are married

by the musicians.   The nutwa^ or person who performs

on two small cymbals, is the chief of the troop, and not

only brings up the boys to be musicians, and  instructs

all the good looking girls born in it to sing and dance,

but will purchase handsome girls of any caste whatever

which  he  can procure.     When  a   dancing girl grows

old, she is turned out from the temple wkhout any pro-

vision, and becomes very destitute, unless she^ have a

handsome daughter to succeed her.    If she have this,

the daughters are   in  general   extremely attentive and

kind to their aged parents.    In  the  opinion of some

Europeans nothing- can  be more  silly and uiaanimated

than the dancing of the  women, nor more  harsh and
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